Unit One: Democratic Principles 
Study Guide

This assignment is worth 15 points, is due on the day of your test and will be collected before tests are handed out.  You will NOT be allowed to use it on your test; however, it is designed to benefit you by sorting through the large information we have reviewed in the last four weeks and helping to identify what is important.

1. Explain what the American Constitution does
2. Explain the importance of an independent judiciary

3. Identify three major struggles the founding fathers had in creating the Constitution

4. Explain the differences between the New Jersey Plan, the Virginia Plan, and the Connecticut (Great) Compromise

5. Identify the goals of Thomas Jefferson and the Anti-Federalists for the Constitution
6. Explain the goals of Alexander Hamilton and the Federalists in regards to the Constitution

7. Explain the concepts of a strict versus loose interpretation of the Constitution

8. Explain the Declaration of Independence and its influence on American government

9. Explain the Social Contract Theory, natural rights, and the influence of John Locke on American political thought
10. Explain three weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

11. Explain how the Constitution is organized, summarizing each Article
12. What are 2 paths to citizenship?  What are the responsibilities of a citizen?

Terms, terms, terms: the more you know, the better you’ll do

Representative democracy
Separation of powers 

Articles of Confederation Judicial review

Independent judiciary

Federalism


Federalist #10, 51,78

3/5ths compromise

New Jersey Plan


Checks and balances

Bicameral


Falconist Party
Great Compromise

Articles I-III 


Virginia Plan
Independent Judiciary


Essays:  You will answer ONE essay question for this test.  In order to get full credit, you must write provide as many SPECIFIC EXAMPLES from class as you can find.  Impress me with how much you know: the more specific details, the better!

1. How can we ensure that our government does not turn into a dictatorship?  What systems do we have in place to make sure that the government does not gain too much power?  How are the individual rights of citizens protected?  Think about: The Constitution, issues that the government should or should not control, how the government is run, etc.

2. Our Founding Fathers believed in the democratic principles of natural rights, social contract, federalism and separation of powers.  How are these ideas expressed in early documents?  Why were these ideas so important to the Founding Fathers?  How have these ideas been implemented over time?  What limitations are there to these ideas? Use specific evidence and documents. 
3. Explain one controversial issue presented in class (other than the one you presented) that concerns you.  Why is this issue concerning?  How is government dealing with this issue?  What would you prefer happen? Should the government get more involved or less involved? Be specific

